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The Ph.D. Program in Urban Studies and Public Affairs integrates urban related knowledge from a number of academic disciplines.  Through disciplinary integration, doctoral students analyze, design, test and evaluate strategies for urban policy-making and management within the public and private sectors.  
Mission 
To prepare scholars for research, teaching, and reflective practice in positions related to urban studies and public affairs, in universities or public-policy organizations. 

Program Goals

· To graduate scholars who possess a strong methodological foundation within the field of urban studies and public affairs together with an in-depth knowledge that enables them to recognize, identify, and articulate the frontiers of scholarship in a specialization. 

· To graduate scholars able to construct, execute, and present scholastically sound, independent research of either a theoretical or applied nature that expands the frontiers of knowledge within the field of urban studies and public affairs.
The program places heavy emphasis upon theory, research methods and literature, effective professional communications to both expert and lay audiences, and an interdisciplinary approach that accounts for all of the significant dimensions of the issues and problems in the field of urban studies and public affairs. 
The student’s understanding is informed by political theory and philosophy, economics, statistical and mathematical model building, research methods, concentration in an important substantive domain of public concern, as well as real-world knowledge of specific circumstances, cases, and issues. The areas of specialization in the doctoral program include public administration, economic development, housing and neighborhood development, and environmental policy and administration.
2007-2008 Academic Year 

In response to the re-organization of the College of Urban Affairs and the Department of Urban Studies, the PhD program underwent a “strategic review”.  This resulted in the creation of a six-member faculty steering committee (including the Program Director), which will replace the doctoral faculty as the main decision-making body for the PhD program and will take on a greater role in student advising.  Over the 2008-2009 academic year, this committee will consider such issues as a possible reduction of the number of available specialization areas and restructuring the comprehensive exam process.  
