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Introduction

The Master of Science in Urban Studies (MS) Program at Cleveland State University offers advanced training in urban studies to recent graduates, in-service professionals and others wishing to pursue or advance careers in fields such as economic development, environmental affairs, and community organization management. The program prepares individuals to assume leadership roles in organizations, to analyze urban systems, and to develop creative and effective strategies for urban revitalization.

No single discipline adequately covers the broad spectrum of knowledge that the modern urban problem solver needs. Thus, the MS Program draws on many disciplines to broaden and extend the student's knowledge and expertise through a combination of specially developed urban courses. 

The objective of the MS Program is to educate students concerning theoretical perspectives and applied research methods useful for effective problem definition and problem solving. These skills enhance organizational capacity in attempting to define and solve complex urban problems. Special emphasis is placed on economic development, organizational leadership, law and public policy, and policy analysis.
2007-2008 Academic Year
Over the 2007-2008 year, the MS in Urban Studies Program Director was also serving as the Urban Studies Department Chair and the Associate Dean of the College of Urban Affairs.  The College underwent a significant reorganization process which drew upon administrative faculty and staff resources to a greater extent than in previous years.  The MS Director and program faculty were unable to devote attention to the assessment process to the degree required to implement new guidelines set by the Office of Assessment.  Two additional assessment rubrics are in development for implementation during the 2008-2009 academic year.  
