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	INTRODUCTION

The Master of Arts degree program in Speech Pathology and Audiology provides students with the necessary clinical experience and academic background to become working professionals in varied clinical, teaching, and research positions. The department maintains an active, nationally accredited speech-language and hearing clinic. In addition, the department maintains student-training liaisons with many hospitals, clinics, and schools in the Cleveland area. The graduate program is accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation (CAA) and the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA).

The curriculum leading to a Masters of Arts degree in Speech Pathology and Audiology satisfies the specific requirements established by ASHA. The curriculum of Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) was designed ASHA to insure that students seeking graduate degrees in speech-language pathology or audiology receive comprehensive academic coursework and clinical practica in the “Big 9” areas of competence. The Master of Arts in Speech Pathology and Audiology adheres to the ASHA KASA standards for the academic and clinical preparation of speech-language pathologists and thus prepares students to receive the three credentials necessary for professional practice, the first being the ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence in speech-language pathology. Second, the program satisfies the specific requirements established by the State of Ohio Board of Speech Pathology and Audiology for State of Ohio Licensing in Speech-Language Pathology. Third, the Master of Arts Degree also fulfills the requirement for students seeking the Ohio Department of Education teaching license in Speech and Hearing Therapy. 
The Goals and Outcomes for the program are drawn from ASHA and KASA requirements.


	Goal 1: The Goals and Outcomes for the program are drawn from ASHA and KASA requirements. Graduate degree candidates are expected to demonstrate knowledge of the etiologies and characteristics of disorders that occur in the KASA’s designated “Big 9” areas, which are Articulation, Fluency, Voice and Resonance, Receptive and Expressive Language, Hearing, Swallowing, Cognitive Aspects of Communication, Social Aspects of Communication, and Communication Modalities. Knowledge of methods of prevention, assessment, and intervention as pertaining to these nine areas is required. Additional knowledge of ethical conduct, research methods, evidenced-based practice, contemporary professional issues, and licensure and certification standards is expected. Candidates must demonstrate skill in oral and written communication. Students will meet Goal 1 by demonstrating performance of the outcomes stated below.

	Outcomes
	Data Collection
	Data Analysis & Findings
	Review of Findings
	Follow-up Actions

	a) Students will apply the knowledge and skills acquired in their graduate program in order to pass the Praxis examination in speech-language pathology.

	Praxis exam pass rate for students for the previous 3 testing cycles. 


	Test-ing Cycle

2006-2007
Number of students taking exam

14
Number (and %) passed 

14 (100%)

2005-2006
Number of students taking exam

17
Number (and %) passed 

17 (100%)

2004-2005
Number of students taking exam

10

Number (and %) passed 

9
(90%)



	Program met in May 2008 to discuss these findings. Discussed strategies for keeping coursework current with Praxis content. Items discussed:
- Plan to revise curriculum for graduate research course to include information about evidenced-based practice.

- Ask instructors to match course exam questions and all course assignments to the “Big 9” areas.

- Individual faculty will review their syllabi annually for compliance with KASA standards. 

- Program director will review all syllabi annually for compliance with KASA standards.

- Students who do not meet the KASA competencies stipulated on syllabi or on the KASA clinical performance standards for clinical practica will engage in remedial activities set by their instructors and/or clinical supervisors.
	Superior pass rate was reported to ASHA. ASHA now requires these outcomes to be posted in an online database.
In Spring 2008, Fall 2008, and Spring 2009 graduating students were involved in exit focus groups and/or completed exit surveys. Findings indicate students felt prepared to take the Praxis given their preparation in the classroom and clinical experiences offered by the program.

This outcome has been modified as a result of the 2007 Assessment Reviewers’ comments.

This outcome has been modified as a result of the Program’s 2008 Assessment Report training and discussion session provided by Dr. Boboc.



	b) Students will apply the knowledge and skills acquired in their graduate program in order to obtain employment in the profession.

	Survey employment status of graduates of the program for the past 3 academic years.
	Academic Year

Employment Rate in Profession (%)

2006-2007
100%

2005-2006
95%

2004-2005
100%


	Program met in May 2008 to discuss these findings. Items discussed:

- The importance of maintaining strong field placements for students to introduce them to the rigors and expectations of workplace environments. 
- Stressing the importance of engagement in experiences outside the classroom.

	Superior employment rate was reported to ASHA. ASHA now requires these outcomes to be posted in an online database.
In Spring 2008, Fall 2008, and Spring 2009 graduating students were involved in exit focus groups and/or completed exit surveys. Findings indicate students felt prepared to enter the profession given their preparation in the classroom and clinical experiences offered by the program.
This outcome has been modified as a result of the 2007 Assessment Reviewers’ comments.

This outcome has been modified as a result of the Program’s 2008 Assessment Report training and discussion session provided by Dr. Boboc.

	c) Students who enroll in the graduate program will remain in the program through graduation.


	Program enrollment data for the past 3 academic years.
	Academic Year

Program Completion Rate (%)

2006-2007
100%

2005-2006
85%

2004-2005
77%


	Program met in May 2008 to discuss these findings. 
Program also met to discuss each case when students exited from the program. Items discussed:
- How can graduate applications be more carefully reviewed to predict which applicants will remain in the program?

- Students who do not meet the KASA competencies stipulated on syllabi or on the KASA clinical performance standards for clinical practica will engage in remedial activities set by their instructors and/or clinical supervisors. The program discussed strategies for making these remediations more meaningful and effective. 

- Students entering the program as of fall 2007 are required to pass an oral and written language screening administered by the program. Students who do not pass receive speech-language therapy and/or assistance at the CSU Writing Center.

	Retention rate was reported to ASHA. ASHA now requires these outcomes to be posted in an online database.
This outcome has been modified as a result of the 2007 Assessment Reviewers’ comments.

This outcome has been modified as a result of the Program’s 2008 Assessment Report training and discussion session provided by Dr. Boboc.

	d) Students will apply the knowledge and skills acquired in their graduate program in order to participate in required off-campus clinical practica.

	Off-campus supervisors’ completion of assessment scales designed to measure students’ clinical performance.
	Data collection has been ongoing, however, systematic review of data is currently being initiated. 
	Program met in May 2008 to discuss these findings.  Items discussed:

- Begin to tabulate the off-campus supervisor’s ratings of students’ clinical performance.

	This outcome has been modified as a result of the Program’s 2008 Assessment Report training and discussion session provided by Dr. Boboc.


Program: SPEECH AND HEARING PROGRAM – M.A. IN SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY
1
Department: HEALTH SCIENCES
PAGE  
5

[image: image2.jpg]Cleveland State University



[image: image3.jpg]Cleveland State University



