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	Goal 1:  Ability to use critical theory and to write effectively in at least one  field of Hispanic Studies [literature/cultural studies/or linguistics]

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	- Literature:  Students will demonstrate effective ability to discuss different literary genres, and write scholarly and critical analysis of  literary works. 

Students will demonstrate ability to identify a problem/thesis and defend it by drawing on relevant literary scholarship. 
- Culture:  Students will demonstrate ability to discuss Hispanic culture by drawing on basic major cultural theories.

Students will demonstrate ability to synthesize an approach to one of these cultural topics, and position their argument within current scholarly debates. 
- Linguistics :  Students will demonstrate ability to accurately discuss different linguistic topics based on major linguistic theories introduced in the courses.  

In all the above mentioned areas, students will produce research of publishable quality, acceptable for presentation at scholarly conferences.
	I. Direct 

a. Exams [tests, quizzes, etc.]

b. Research papers

II. Indirect 

c. Discussions with faculty
	- In our last report, we indicated that 70% of students were expected to meet the overall learning outcomes of the MA program. Although our numbers were satisfactory, we were still concerned by inconsistency in the level of sophistication and thorough application of theory we expected from our MA students.  We addressed this problem by incorporating new elements in the  our Research Methods course. 

- Graduate writing show a consistent and significant improvement in students’ application of theory, and development of analytical and cohesive arguments.  Students demonstrated the ability to connect critically cultural, literary and linguistic information from across their course work. 

- Student papers were often at a high enough academic level to be presented at conferences and eventually published.  Nine graduate students gave papers   at conferences this year.
	- Faculty were potentially involved in the assessment process throughout the year.  


	Throughout the year, the Spanish Faculty discussed the importance of improving assessment tools for the Study Abroad programs. An evaluation form will be developed over AY 2008-09 in preparation for our Study Abroad in Spain. 



	Goal 2: Advanced low proficiency in spoken Spanish language and Advanced high in written Spanish (according to ACTFL guidelines).

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	- Students will demonstrate an advanced level of proficiency in written and spoken Spanish according to ACTFL guidelines. 
- Students will demonstrate efficient ability to write creatively in Spanish language, constructing paragraphs of advanced complexity, accurately alternating the use of different tenses, using idiomatic expressions of advanced complexity, and a rich repertoire of abstract terminology.  
	1. Direct 

Exams [tests, quizzes, etc.]

a. Research papers

b. Oral Exams 


	- In our last year report, we expressed concern about the ability of our students to write and discuss literary, cultural and linguistic topics in an academic way. 
- The samples reviewed for the Assessment process this year, show  improvement in graduate students writing skills, especially in Fall07.  
	- Faculty were continuously involved in the review process
-  This improvement in the graduate students’ writing skills can not be dissociated from the actions that we expressed in our last year report especially in regard our Research Method course. Compared to previous years, this core course was not only  upgraded for Fall07, but  was restructured to give a broader theoretical frame that would have a deeper impact on all the classes of culture, literature and language at the graduate level.   

- There is still no rigorous assessment process for the oral MA exams.
Formal Oral Proficiency Interviews were given to all the graduate students with the exception of some of the native speakers.  Of the 11 students tested, five received superior ratings, two advanced-high, three advanced mid, and one advanced low. All met the goal of Advanced-low proficiency.
	- Although we now have a rigorous assessment process for our undergraduate, we still need to work on upgrading the one we have for our graduate students. During AY 2008-09, we will work on developing a similar process to evaluate the oral performance of our graduate students during their Exit oral exam.  This exam is content based, and separate from the OPI exam which measures speaking proficiency. 

- During AY2008-09, we will send an additional Spanish faculty member to a workshop on Oral Proficiency Interviews.  ur expectation is that this will further enhance our assessment of students’ oral performance. 

 


	Goal 3: Growing cross-cultural awareness and involvement in the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond. 

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	1- Professional level
Students will demonstrate ability to write academic papers that could be given at scholarly conferences, or published in academic journals.  Acceptance into Ph.D. programs is a further measure of  success.  Students will perform professional services relevant to the Hispanic community, and participate in professional development activities.  Non-native speakers will participate in a study abroad program and complete a field study project.
2- Social level
Students will participate in and perform leadership in events and activities pertinent to the Hispanic world.
	1. Direct

a. Acceptance in PhD programs
b. Conference presentations

c. Study abroad field study
2. Indirect 

a. Alumni survey


	In our last year report, we expressed that our graduate students’ engagement on a professional and social level with the Hispanic community is satisfactory on a local and national level. 

This year too, our records show the same satisfactory level as many of our graduate students perform leadership in cultural activities and/or events related to the Hispanic culture. 10 graduate students gave papers at two different conferences  during AY 2007-08. 
The eight graduate students studying in Costa Rica this summer will attend the annual conference of the AATSP (American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese )  This professional development opportunity will expose them to teachers of Spanish from different cultures with different pedagogical approaches to the language and culture.
	- Spanish faculty members are involved in committees and extracurricular activities that are directly related to or at least include the Hispanic community (e.g. Cleveland Film Festival,  the Mesa Española. Latinos Unidos, Cultural Crossings).  Students were exposed to and given opportunities to interact with the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond.  These opportunities were enhanced by our graduate student body which includes 9  native speakers and 5 heritage speakers from the community.

The new study abroad program we developed for Costa Rica this summer has enrolled 12 students, 8 of them graduate students.  Study abroad, required for non native speakers, has successfully engaged our graduates in the target culture through course work, daily immersion, and field study projects. 
- Funded by a federal grant for training bilingual teachers, we are offering courses to a cohort of bilingual teachers, thus linking our program and students  to the Spanish-speaking community in Cleveland.  
	- We are planning to maintain and increase our level of engagement with the Hispanic community in Cleveland and beyond. 
- During AY 2008-09, we will work on  recruiting graduate students from different countries from the Spanish speaking world in addition to Mexico). 

This will increase the cultural awareness of our M.A. students and it will strengthen our ties and collaboration with the different Spanish speaking groups in Cleveland. 

-We will continue our commitment to study abroad, offering our program in Mexico and alternating programs in Spain and Costa Rica.
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