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	Goal 1:  Students will develop oral and listening proficiency in French equivalent to intermediate-high on the rating scale established by ACTFL 

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	 Students will demonstrate an intermediate high level of proficiency in speaking and listening to French. 
	Student progress in speaking and listening will be measured by oral exams administered in all language skills classes and by oral presentations in both skills and content courses.  A formal Oral Proficiency Interview will now be included as part of the exit interview. 
 8 students were given OP interviews during AY 2007-2008 with seven testing in the intermediate range, and one in at the advanced level.  Students will be retested when they are ready to graduate.  The one student who graduated this year tested at the intermediate mid level, falling short of the intermediate-high goal.
	Powerpoint presentations provide new opportunities to assess oral skills in addition to oral exams and the Oral Proficiency Interview.  Students require guidance in developing effective presentation skills such as powerpoint.  Rubrics and assignments that make the expectations clear (such not allowing students to simply read their powerpoint slides!) make for more effective presentations.  
	The French faculty meets regularly to discuss students’ progress.  When a student has applied for graduation, we review his/her portfolio in preparation for the oral exit interview (now conducted in English) in addition to an OPI if the student has not yet reached the intermediate-high goal.   Only one French faculty member has received oral proficiency training from ACTFL so far.  The other will complete a workshop next spring or summer.
	1) Powerpoint presentations will now be included in several required and elective courses including Phonetics and our study abroad field study course.   

 2)  At least one of our required courses will be revised and submitted to be a SPAC course (new GenEd)
3)  Majors will be given Oral proficiency interviews at least twice during the course of their study to help measure progress.  For example, we would like to test students before and after study abroad experiences.   

4) We still need to develop language about oral proficiency goals to be included on course syllabi.  This action step proposed last year has not yet been completed 

	Graduating seniors demonstrate their oral proficiency during an exit interview conducted in French
	All graduating seniors who have a major or minor in French were invited to participate in an exit interview.  Only one major graduated this year and one minor.   i
	The major was invited to participate in an oral exit interview, but her work schedule did now allow her to comply.  She had already been tested at an intermediate-mid level for oral proficiency.
	The French faculty find the exit interview to be the single most useful tool for assessing our program.  However, we are having difficulty getting students to comply, and need to work it in earlier during the academic year.  Oral exams are most effective when given as a required course assignment.  .
	1)  We will continue to develop oral proficiency testing skills through workshops and refresher courses and incorporate speaking strategies into our curriculum
2)   We continue to recruit students to teach and study abroad since immersion is the best way to improve speaking and listening skills.  This year we submitted proposals so that our study abroad students could receive funding for the undergraduate research projects they complete as part of their field study.  Although they did not receive funding from the provost, the CLASS Dean supported this initiative.
3)  The French faculty will meet with faculty from l’Université de Rouen this summer to discuss collaborations including student exchanges and study abroad

4)  The CLASS Task Force on International Education will recommend to the Dean that more scholarship funds be given to support study abroad.

5)  We worked with International Business faculty to have study abroad count toward the experiential component of the IB major. 

  .

	Future teachers have their skills assess by the Praxis II exam.  The state of Ohio is adding an additional requirement that teachers have an advanced low rating in speaking French.  
	Students seeking teaching certification are required to pass the oral part of the Praxis Ii exam.  Information as to whether a student has passed the test or not is included on his/her transcript, but we have not yet been able to collect specific test scores
	None of our students took the Praxis exam this year

Our four French majors who are earning teaching licensure have been tested, but none have yet reached the advanced low level required for teachers.
	Our increased focus on oral proficiency skills will help to prepare the upcoming teachers for their oral interview.  Two of these teachers will participate in study abroad this summer, and one will spend a year teaching English in France.
	We continue to work with our students, especially the future teachers, to provide opportunities to increase their oral proficiency.  Immersion in the culture in the form of study abroad, for example, will help them achieve this goal.  We also encourage our students to apply for an English teaching assistantship in France.  One has been accepted into the program for next year and will teach English in the Nantes area of Brittany.    

	
	
	
	
	


	Goal 2:  Students will write accurately in French at an advanced proficiency level on literary or cultural topics, and use narrative and analytical tools to analyze literary texts in French.

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	Students will demonstrate the ability to write accurately in French at the advanced proficiency level on literary or cultural topics and to use narrative and analytical tools to analyze literary texts in French.  .
	Students are given writing assignments of increasing difficulty, culminating in several long papers in all upper-level culture and literature classes.  Selected papers are complied in student portfolios.

We examine the writing samples in the student portfolio for all graduating majors to assess the level of the student’s writing skills.  Writing is one area discussed during the exit interview.  
	1)  We find the students’ writing improves if given the opportunity to rewrite, yet this practice often produces sloppy first drafts.

2)  Some of our students are not adequately prepared to produce an acceptable research paper.  We need to work more closely with our students to develop research skills.


	The French faculty meets regularly to review the curriculum.  We conduct the exit interview and review findings for each graduating senior.  Writing samples show that students are meeting the proficiency goals, although less prepared students need the opportunity to rewrite and review grammar.   Some students also lack the research skills needed to write a research paper.
	1)  We will invite an ACTFL expert to present a workshop to our department on writing proficiency in the Fall.

2)  We are developing a new capstone course for the major which will provide additional evidence for meeting our writing goals.

3)  The capstone course will include a formal bibliographic component, but research skills will be introduced earlier in the literature survey courses, in collaboration with library staff.  
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	Students in all courses at 200-level and above will take the Brigham Young placement test each semester
	Gathering of quantitative  data from this test will allow us to chart student progress in language skills over the different levels  This test provides an indirect measure of language skills
	Date collection continued this year, but, as we reported last year, it is difficult to get students to comply unless it is made a formal part of a course Consequently, few students have yet to take the test multiple times.  XX French students took the CAPE placement exam this year  .
	Insufficient data to review since few students have taken the exam more than once.  We are looking for improvement at each level, so we will continue to gather data.  Now that we are also giving students OP interviews, we will corroborate the placement results with the OPI ratings to see if there is a correlation.

Of the seven students who have taken the placement exam more than once, all but one improved.  Improvement ranged from 2 points to 258 points.  Accumulated scores indicate that advanced level students should be scoring in the 500-range. 
	1)  We need to be systematic about having students take the placement exam as part of a regularly scheduled class.

2) Additional funding for a student worker will assure that the placement data is complied in a timely manner

3)  Foreign Language placement tests should be part of freshman  orientation along with English and Math placement.  This will help us to place and advise students, and it will provide initial scores for students who enroll in French courses.

4)  Placement scores will be charted along with OPI ratings.  This data will be included in the 2008 report.




	Goal 3:  Students will be knowledgeable about French cultural and literary heritage and identity as evidenced by understanding major French literary movements and historical events from the middle Ages to the 18th century and/or the 19th century to the present; they will be familiar with the historical connections between France and the French diaspora, and important postcolonial issues, major Francophone writers and/or film makers.

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	Students will demonstrate knowledge about French cultural and literary heritage and identity.  Through a sequence of culture and literature courses, students will identity major events, people and movements that shaped today’s France, and distinguish major literary movements by identifying characteristics of various genres by period.
	Content-based exams from a 300-level culture class and an upper-level literature class are included in the student portfolio.  These provide direct evidence of outcomes being met.  Since these courses are all writing courses, papers provide addition evidence that student has met this goal.  Selected papers are included in the portfolio.
	Students should take content-based courses that include literature and culture.  The French major now requires a survey class in literature as well as one in civilization.  (previously offered as an elective only).    
	The French faculty meet regularly to review the curriculum.  During the exit interviews we discuss the mix of culture and literature courses taken with students.   Film, which is becoming an increasing part of the curriculum, provides additional cultural content to students.  In previous interviews, students also express an interest in more applied courses such as translation.  
	1)  Courses on French literature, French culture and Francophone literature and culture are alternated so students will acquire knowledge in a variety of content areas.

2)   Faculty continues to develop Francophone curriculum and to incorporate Francophone components into required courses along with film.



	Knowledge assessed through content-based essay and short answer tests.  Praxis Ii exam required for future teachers also assess this knowledge.
	We will gather data on which students have passed the Praxis II exam.   This exam provides an indirect measure of cultural and literary knowledge.
	The Praxis II exam includes information on French and Francophone culture and literature.  Our curriculum should reflect this mix.  Students who have this mix do well on the Praxis Ii exam.  All of our students who have taken the exam have passed it, although none of our students took it this year
	None.  No students took the Praxis II exam this year.
	3)  We have requested authorization for a new hire in French who would be a Francophonist with expertise in Arabic language and Francophone studies.  This addition to the faculty would help enhance our Francophone offerings as also contribute to the Arabic program.   Highlighting the connection between the two will enrich both the French and Middle Eastern Studies programs

	Through Francophone materials incorporated into required courses (literary works, film, political discussions), and through selective courses on Francophone topics, students will learn about the historical connections between France and the French-speaking world, be able to distinguish some of the major Francophone writers and film makers, and to identify some of the important issues in postcolonial studies
	Content based exams, research papers and oral presentations will be included in special topics courses (may be on Francophone topics).  Some of these materials will be included in the student portfolio.   
	Students are enthusiastic about courses with Francophone content.  
	Courses with Francophone content are appreciated by students as revealed in previous exit interviews, course evaluations, and anecdotal information.  
	4)  Faculty has established a revolving schedule that will make Francophone topics available as electives on a regular basis.  This curriculum will be expanded if we are able to hire a Francophone specialist in French and Arabic.


	Goal 4:  Students will increasingly engage with French and Francophone cultures and demonstrate improvement in cross-cultural proficiency skills.

	Outcomes
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Review
	Actions

	Students will take advantage of opportunities to engage with French and Francophone cultures.  Opportunities include coursework involving cuture, study abroad, field study research projects and extracurricular activities such as films, concerts, speakers, conversation groups, art exhibitions, etc.  

Through engagement, students will reflect on how their understanding of French and Francophone cultures has effected them personally and especially their ability to understand and communicate cross-culturally.
	Completion of field study projects as part of study abroad

Journal entries documenting and reflecting on improvement in cross-cultural skills during study abroad

Essay questions in culture classes asking students to reflect on increased understanding of target culture(s).  For example, the “French and the Media” course we offered this year included this component as do many of our culture classes (French Identity Through film, France-Amerique)
Exit interview given to graduating seniors will include questions on cross-cultural proficiency .  No exit interviews were given this year.
	Only about half of our majors currently participate in study abroad.  We would like to increase participation by helping students find additional funding such as participation in the Provost’s engaged learning initiative for summer research projects as well as exchange programs, and scholarship opportunities (such as the Bridge scholarship sponsored by the French-American Chamber of Commerce).

Students need to be aware of opportunities in the Cleveland area to interact with French and Francophone cultures.  Giving extra credit for students who participate in these activities will provide an incentive. 
Through classes that focus on culture, students become aware of their own cultural biases and  learn to appreciate diverse perspectives 
	The French faculty have been working to enhance the study abroad program and recruit students for other sorts of engagement including the English assistantship available for students to work in France, and potential collaboration with l’Université de Rouen.

French faculty maintains connections with local French-speaking organizations. 
French curriculum should include cultural components that challenge students to reflect on their own culture perspectives and compare them with French and francophone cultural values .  
	1)  This year we submitted proposals to help fund field study projects for students participating in our study abroad program in France.  Nine students will participate in the program, six of whom are French majors.
2)  One student will teach English in France next year.

3)  We developed an honors track for the French major that includes a “service learning” component to engage students in extracurricular activities dealing with French and Francophone cultures.  

4) We will work on informing students about opportunities for extra-curricular cultural activities
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